Milk Supply and Tuberculosis
so as to facilitate cleaning. The length of the standing should
be from 5 feet to 5 feet 6 inches, so as to prevent fouling, and
the fioor should have a slope of i in 80 to the drainage channel.
This channel should be 18 to 24 inches wide, and should have
a slope of i in 240 and should discharge into a trapped gully
outside the building.
The approach to the cowshed requires careful and continued
attention, A damp and muddy approach contaminated by
excreta is a frequent cause of plashing with consequent soiling
of the animals' legs and udder. The approach must be con/
structed of material which will provide a dry surface and all
faecal collections should be removed. All manure must be
removed to a considerable distance from the cowshed and dairy,
and should be so protected as to prevent it fouling animals going
to and coming from the cowshed.
Cleanliness of the milkers and of the animals they milk is also
of importance in relation to clean milk and to freedom from
contamination with organisms of the coliform group and with
pathogenic bacteria. Conditions as to cleanliness of animals,
milkers, and cowshed, are laid dowrn in the Milk and Dairies
Order, 1926, made under the Milk and Dairies Consolidation
Act, 1915, and the Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922.
The two Acts mentioned above are repealed by the Food and
Drugs Act, 1938, which comes into operation on October ist,
1939. This Act provides for the replacement of the Milk and
Dairies Orders by Milk and Dairies Regulations, and Section 20
empowers the Minister of Health to make regulations for certain
specified purposes w<hich include inter alia (i) precautions to be
taken to protect milk against infection or contamination, (2) pro/
hibiting the sale of infected, contaminated, or dirty milk, or of
milk suspected of being infected, (3) imposing obligations on
dairymen and their employees in regard to cases of infectious
disease, and (4) preventing danger to health from the importation
of milk. Section 22 of the Act empowees the authority by wrhorn
dairymen are registered, if they have reason to believe that the
public health is likely to be endangered by an act or default of
a person, to serve a notice on such person with a view to invest!/
gating the matter. Article 6 of the Order of 19^6 imposes upon
every sanitary authority the duty of keeping a register of all
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